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A SIAMESE PENAL CODE. 

The Siamese Government has appointed a High Commission to 
report on a draft of a penal code prepared sometime since by Judge 
Tokichi Masao of the Court of Appeals (Y. L. S., D.C.L. 1897). 
Judge Masao, who is also Legal Adviser to the Government, is 
one of the Commission. An English translation of the draft 
code has been published at Bangkok. 

BREACH OP MARRIAGE PROMISE — INCURABLE TUBERCULOSIS AS A 

DEFENSE. 

The decision of the Supreme Court of Washington, in Grover 
v. Zoak, 87 Pac 638, seems to present a striking instance of the 
encroachment of the judiciary upon the powers of the legis- 
lative branch of government. In that case it was held, on 
grounds of public policy, that a man was not liable for breach of 
a marriage promise when the woman was suffering from incur- 
able pulmonary tuberculosis although he knew, at the time of 
the engagement, that she had the disease. 

While the cause of action for breach of promise of mar- 
riage has, under conditions of American life, fallen into much 
discredit, yet such a right of recovery should be abolished, 
in any particular instance or upon the existence of any special 
circumstance, by legislation and not by judicial subterfuge. 
Broad questions of public policy and distinct progressive steps 
in public policy are matters that fall more properly within the 



